5. JUNIOR PLAYER POLICY
(Applies to E, F, G and H Grade Netball and U9, U11, U14 and U17 Football)
5.1 Purpose

This policy applies to all junior players representing Southern Eagles Football & Netball Club
(SEFNC).

SEFNC is committed to:

« Creating a positive, development-focused club culture.

« Providing a safe and inclusive environment for players of all abilities.
« Promoting teamwork, resilience, confidence and respect.

« Prioritising long-term player development over short-term results.

5.2 Eligibility
Netball

o Players must turn 7 years of age or older in the current year.

« A player may play above their age grade where numbers require it. This decision will
be made by the coach in consultation with the Netball Sub-Committee.

« In exceptional circumstances, where a player demonstrates advanced ability, grading
above age level may be approved by the Netball Sub-Committee upon
recommendation of the coach.

Football

« Players must be 7 years of age or older in the current year.
« A player may play above their age grade only where permitted under league rules
and with the appropriate permit approval.

5.3 Player Responsibilities
Players are expected to:

« Demonstrate good sportsmanship at training and games.

« Show respect to teammates, coaches, umpires, officials and opponents.
« Attend training and games wherever possible.

o Notify their coach if unavailable:

o At least 1 hour prior to training
o At least 24 hours prior to a game
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5.4 Parent & Caregiver Responsibilities

Parents and caregivers are expected to:

o Assist with rostered duties including scoring, timing, canteen, umpiring and game
day setup/pack up.

« Fulfil rostered duties or arrange a replacement if unavailable (exceptions may
apply where a parent holds a significant time consuming, ongoing club roles).

o Model respectful sideline behaviour at all times.

o Support coaches in implementing this policy.

5.5 Coach Responsibilities
Coaches are expected to:

o Focus on skill development and confidence building.

o Promote inclusive participation.

« Model positive sporting behaviour.

« Ensure records are kept of player positions and field/court time.
« Communicate openly and respectfully with players and families.

5.6 Participation & Field/Court Time — Minor Round

Southern Eagles junior sport is development-focused.
Participation and long-term growth take priority over a “win at all costs” approach.

5.7 Definition of “Fair Participation”
Fair participation means:

No player consistently receives significantly less total field/court time across the minor
round.

Game rotations and rostered rest games (where required) are shared equitably.

Development opportunities are balanced across the season.
Confidence building and skill progression are prioritised.

Fairness is assessed across the minor round season — not necessarily within a single game.
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5.8 Teams With Sufficient Numbers (Including Bench Players)
Where team numbers allow:

« All available players are expected to participate each week (subject to availability).
« Field/court positions must be rotated across the season.
« No player should receive substantially less total participation across the minor round.

5.9 Teams With More Players Than Available Positions
Where nominations exceed weekly playing capacity:

o Astructured rotation system will be implemented.

« This may include players being rostered off for individual games.

Rostered-off games must be shared as evenly as reasonably possible.

« No player will be rostered off more than one consecutive minor round game
(except due to injury, illness, availability or disciplinary matters).

During weekly matches:

« Each player should receive a minimum of two quarters per game where reasonably
possible.

« Bench rotations must be managed equitably.

o Across the minor round, total field/court time must balance to reflect fair
participation.

Equal field/court time cannot always be guaranteed each week; however, material imbalance
across the season is not consistent with this policy.

5.10 Allocation of Additional Field/Court Time

Where equal time is not practically achievable:
« Limited additional time may be allocated to top-age players transitioning to the
next grade in the following season to support development.
« This must not result in minimal or token participation for younger players.

« Any significant variation must be discussed with and supported by the relevant
Sub- Committee.

5.11 Attendance & Behaviour

Field/court time may be adjusted where:

« Training attendance is consistently poor without reasonable explanation.
« Behaviour breaches team or club standards.

Absences due to injury, illness, school commitments or family circumstances will not
disadvantage a player’s future participation.
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5.12 Player Development

« All players must be given opportunities to experience multiple positions during
the minor round (where practical and safe).

« Skill development, game understanding and confidence are core objectives of
junior sport at SEFNC.

5.13 Finals Series
During finals:

o Team selection and field/court time are at the coach’s discretion.

« Meaningful participation for all players should still be considered in junior
grades wherever reasonably possible.

5.14 Training

« Training will be held at approved SEFNC facilities (pre-season locations may vary).
« Players are expected to attend.

+ Repeated non-attendance without adequate explanation may impact selection or
field/court time.

5.15 Governance & Compliance

« Coaches must ensure rotation records are maintained to support transparency.

« Any variation to this policy must be approved by the relevant Sub-Committee.

« All junior players and their parents/caregivers must read and sign this policy prior
to participation.

« Any disputes must follow the SEFNC Grievance Policy.
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